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PRAYER:  Jesus is looking for your faith and trust. [In answer to Josefa’s question - Why do 
prayers made for some sinners seen to be of  no avail?] ‘When a soul prays for a sinner with an 
intense desire for his conversion, his prayer generally obtains the sinner’s conversion, though 
sometimes only at the last moment, and the offence given to My Heart is repaired. But in any 
case, prayer is never lost, for on the one hand, it consoles Me for the pain sin has occasioned, 
and on the other, its efficacy and power are applied, if  not to that sinner, then to others better 
disposed to profit by it,’ Jesus to Sr. Josefa Melendez (1890-1923). From Words of  Love, compiled by 
Fr. Bartholomew Gottemoller, ocso. Tan Books. 

He invites sinners to the table of  the kingdom of  heaven: ‘I came not to call the righteous, but 
sinners.’  He invites conversion without which you cannot enter the kingdom, but shows them in 
word and deed his Father’s boundless mercy for them and the vast joy in heaven over one sinner 
who repents. Total proof  of  His love is the sacrifice of  His own life for the forgiveness of  sins.   
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